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 Positive interparental interaction predicts positive romantic 
relationship interaction in young adulthood (Masarik et al., 
2013). 
 Positive family interaction in adolescence is associated with 
marital quality in adulthood (Ackerman et al., 2013). 
 Positive marital interaction is known to be associated with 
positive parent-child interaction (Bonds & Gondoli, 2007). 
These positive parent-child interactions have been shown to 
predict supportive romantic relationships later in life (Conger, 
Cui, Bryant, & Elder, 2000). 
 Less is known about the specific influence positive warm 
couple interaction has on the successive generations’ 
interactions with a romantic partner. 
 Therefore, the present study examines the association 
between generation 1 (G1) warm couple interaction when 
generation 2 (G2) was in middle adolescence and G1-G2 
positive communication when youth were in late 
adolescence on G2-G2 warm couple interaction in middle 
adulthood. 
 Participants come from a two-decade longitudinal study of 
target individuals and their families followed from 
adolescence to adulthood. Primarily rural, European-
Americans were selected based on economic dislocation 
(N = 451). 
 The current study includes observed warm interaction 
between G1 parents when target youth were in middle 
adolescence (age 15 and 16). Observed positive parent-
child communication was assessed during late adolescence 
(age 18), and observed G2 warmth toward their romantic 
partner was assessed in middle-adulthood (age 31). 
 Data were analyzed using Mplus Version 7 using full 
information maximum likelihood estimation procedures to 
handle missing data. 
G1-G1 Warm Couple Interaction (Age 15, 16)
• Observer Report: Ratings were used to assess couple 
warmth, prosocial behavior, and positive mood during a 
partner discussion task (1=no evidence of the behavior to 
9=the behavior is highly characteristic). Scores were 
averaged together to create a latent variable of G1-G1 
warm couple interaction in the model.
G2-G2 Warm Couple Interaction (Age 31)
• Observer Report: Ratings were used to assess target 
warmth, prosocial behavior, and positive mood toward a 
romantic partner during a discussion task (1=no evidence 
of the behavior to 9=the behavior is highly characteristic). 
Scores were averaged together to create a latent variable of 
G2-G2 warm couple interaction in the model.
*p < .05, **p < .01, ***p < .001
Model fit: χ2 =24.77, df =25, p = .48, CFI = 1.0 TLI =1.0 RMSEA = .00
Time 1
Middle Adolescence (Age 15, 16)
Time 2
Late Adolescence (Age 18)
 Results indicated a significant association between G1-G1 warm couple 
interaction in middle adolescence and G1-G2 positive communication in 
late adolescence. Moreover, positive communication between G1 and 
G2 in late adolescence was associated with G2’s interaction with their 
romantic partner when they were 31 years old. 
Warm behavior within a couple is an essential component of continued 
positive communication strategies between parents and their children 
through late adolescence. These positive interactions may then be 
related to later healthy romantic relationships. 
 These results highlight the importance of warm couple interaction 
between parents when youth are in middle adolescence and positive 
communication between parents and their youth in late adolescence for 
their adolescents’ future romantic relationships, 13 years later. 
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G1-G2 Positive Communication (Age 18) 
G1-G1
Warm Couple 
Interaction
.42***
• Observer Report: Ratings were used to assess parent 
communication, listener responsiveness, and assertiveness 
toward youth in the family discussion task (1=no evidence 
of the behavior to 9=the behavior is highly characteristic). 
Scores were averaged together to create a latent variable of 
positive G1-G2 communication in the model.
Time 3
Middle Adulthood (Age 31)
G1-G2
Positive 
Communication
G2-G2
Warm Couple 
Interaction
.23***
